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ÉCOLE ST. JOSEPH’S A. MCKAY SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL: AMY HUNT
VICE PRINCIPAL: CHEYANNE GORMAN-TOLLIVER
ADMIN ASSISTANT: SANDY HARRISON

Upcoming Dates:
Nov 1: Hot Lunch Order
Form due
Nov. 2, 6:30: Home & School
Association Meeting (via
Zoom)
Nov. 9th, 5:30: School
Advisory Council Meeting
(via Zoom)
Nov 11th: Remembrance Day
Nov 19th: Assessment &
Evaluation Day (No school)
Nov 23: Report Cards
Nov 25th: PD/ParentTeacher Conferences (No
school)

Dear SJAM Family:
Happy November! Thank you for your continued partnership
in support of your child's well-being and academic success. We
look forward to communicating about student progress during
parent-teacher conferences this month! Teachers will be in
touch about setting up appointment times.

A reminder to send your child to school with a labelled,
reusable water bottle. We do not have fountains, or cups or
bottles to give out at school, but we do have water filling
stations!
We continue to be in close contact with the HRCE
Transportation Team and they are working with us to
improve the bus experience for our students and families. Any
questions regarding your experience with buses should be
directed to the Transportation Team:
Trasnsportation@hrce.ca or 902.431.4723.

Contacts:

Daily Covid-19 Checklist:

Phone: 902- 493-5180
Safe Arrival:902-493-6180
Fax: 902- 493-5186
Website: https://sje.hrce.ca/
Email: sjam@hrce.ca

Masks are mandatory both at school and on buses for all.
At school, we encourage students to wash hands and sanitize
frequently. At this time, only essential visitors are permitted
into the building. If students are not feeling well, they should
stay home. Use the daily checklist below to check for
symptoms of Covid-19:

Follow us on Twitter
@SJAMSchool & the SJAM
Home & School Facebook Page.
Remember to check your child’s
backpack & the school website at
https://sje.hrce.ca/ for
information.
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A Note from the SJAM Home and School Association!
Join us! The SJAM HSA meets (via Zoom) on the first Tuesday of every
month at 6:30pm to cook up future fundraising and community building
activities for SJAM. All parents/guardians of current students are invited to join
the team, which also includes SJAM staff.
All you need to do is email us
at sjamhomeandschool@hotmail.com and let us
know that you would like to receive the invites to our
monthly Zoom meetings and we can send you the link.
Our next meeting is Tuesday, Nov. 2nd on Zoom at 6:30.
Hope to see you then!

A Note from the SJAM School Advisory Council!
Our School Advisory Council (SAC) is looking for parents/guardians, staff
and community members that reflect the diversity of our community to serve as
a member for a two-year term. The SAC is an advisory body that supports school
administration. For more information about the role of the SAC, please see:
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/SAC
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, Nov 9th at 5:30 via Zoom. If you are interested,
please reach out to Emily Falencki, SAC Chair, at
EmilyFalencki@gmail.com and/or Amy Hunt, SJAM Principal, at HuntA@hrce.ca
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Update on the Rebuild of SJAM School:
Our SJAM school building at 5389 Russell Street is being replaced!
The estimated timeline for this process is as follows:
 relocate SJAM students & staff to 1589 Walnut Street in south
end for two school years (across from LeMarchant-St.Thomas);
 demolish the current building between November 2021 &
February 2022; start construction in Spring 2022
 return to a new school on the existing site (5389 Russell Street)
in September 2023.
The School Steering Team (SST) comprised of appointed HRCE staff, provincial staff, SJAM school
staff, architects, SAC members and parents/guardians, meets as required to discuss the design of the
new building and will communicate this to the community as the process continues. For updates and
meeting minutes, please see the following link:

www.hrce.ca/about-hrce/operations-services/capitalprojects/replacement-school-sjam
RECESS & LUNCH AT SJAM2:
 Students should bring a refillable water bottle each day.
We have filling stations throughout the school and a
water cooler in the portable.

 We do not have microwaves. Students need lunches that
do not require heating. Using a thermos is a great way to send a hot lunch.
 If your child requires utensils to eat the lunch they are bringing, you need to
send utensils. Recess should be a quick snack while children play for 15 mins.
 Students eat lunch with their classroom teacher for 20 minutes, and have 40
minutes of activity time on the playground with lunch monitors. In the case of
inclement weather, students will spend the activity time in classrooms.
 On Fridays, we offer a free hot lunch to all interested families, sponsored by
Admiral Insurance (as long as funds allow). To participate, fill out the form at
the end of each month and send it back to school by the due date.
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Did You Know?
Wonder'neath Open Studio is a free, all ages, a drop-in artmaking program that takes place in an accessible working
artist studio at 2482 Maynard Street.
Students and caregivers are welcome to drop by Fridays
& Saturdays 1:00 - 2:30 PM, 3:00 - 5:00 PM & 5:30 7:00 PM. You are able to register for in-person sessions.
We also retain half of the spots in each session for dropin community members.
For updates or to register, please reach us by phone at
902-454-6860 or email at admin@wonderneath.com

The Mulgrave Park Caring &
Learning Centre and Veith House
offer programming to SJAM students
and support for families! This may
include after-school programming,
special events on PD days, as well as
educational events and food-related
initiatives to support well-being! For
more information, please see:

https://caringandlearning.ca/
https://www.veithhouse.com/
Students in Grades PP-6 are required to wear masks (fitted covering
their nose and mouth) when at school or on the bus. If students do not
mask properly, we will be in touch with families to problem-solve.
Send your child with a mask each day (and pack extras!)

Parking at "SJAM2":
If you are dropping off or picking up your child at school, use the
playground side of the building and avoid our bus lane (see the "no
parking" and "bus lane" signs). You can park on Walnut Street (with
the exception of our SJAM bus lane) or on stretches of LeMarchant or
Watt Streets that are not in the LMST (LeMarchant St-Thomas School)
bus lane/drop-off/pick-up spaces. Thank you.
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Holiday Support for SJAM Families
(a message from our SchoolsPlus
Outreach Worker, Brenda McNutt):
Hello SJAM Families! With the Holidays fast approaching, I wanted to send out this information for
support. These services exist to make the holidays a little less stressful so you can focus on what
matters most...your family! If you need any help whatsoever with any of this, please do not hesitate
to reach out to me @ bmcnutt@hrce.ca | (902) 233-4395.
Feed Nova Scotia Holiday Support
 You can register by calling the Christmas Registry at 902-457-2849 starting October 7, 2021
Or online here: https://www.feednovascotia.ca/find-food/find-christmas-support
 If you were a recipient of Income Assistance in the month of September, you will also receive
a Christmas registration form and information sheet in the mail.
Deadlines: Nov 15th, IA recipients: Nov 10th
Parker Street Holiday Hamper
This program supplies a decorated Hamper (box) filled with all the ingredients to prepare a
delicious healthy Christmas turkey dinner. In addition to the Hamper, each family is given
toys to put under the tree. Deadline: November 30th.
https://parkerstreet.org/christmas-application/
The Salvation Army Christmas Assistance 2021 Halifax Regional Municipality
The Salvation Army Maritime Division provides Christmas assistance, such as toys and food
support, for children and families in need. If you are located in the Halifax Regional
Municipality (HRM) and wish to apply for Christmas assistance, please download the online
application form using this link.
https://salvationarmy.ca/maritime/files/2021/10/Christmas-2021-assistance-applicationfillable-pdf.pdf
· *Please only complete this application if you are located in the HRM.
Applications can be emailed to: HRM.Christmas@salvationarmy.ca
Registration Opens: October 25
Registration Deadline: December 6
Call: 902-477-5393 from Monday to Friday between 9:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M.
NS Home Heating Assistance Rebate
The Heating Assistance Rebate Program helps low-income Nova Scotians with the cost of
home heating. Rebates range from $100 to $200. You can apply until 31 March 2022. You
can receive up to $200 if you qualify for the Heating Assistance Rebate
Program. https://beta.novascotia.ca/apply-heating-assistance-rebate-heating-assistance-rebateprogram
For more information, contact: Heating Assistance Rebate Program @ 902-424-5200 or Tollfree @1-800-670-4357
Veith House
They provide Christmas support to families. Registration is November 1st – please call 902453-4320 https://www.veithhouse.com/christmas-support
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